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FALL RIVER — Only one bidder an-
swered a request for proposal for the
city’s acquisition of property for the
School Department’s expanding pre-K
program on Friday. 

But the bidder’s off�er to sell the for-
mer Atlantis Charter School building to
the city for $6.4 million far exceeds what
owner and Planning Board member

John Ferreira doled out two weeks ago
by nearly $5 million.

Before Friday’s bid opening, Ferreira
paid $1.76 million for the more than 100-
year-old structure on July 21, according
to a copy of a quick claim deed included
in his bid packet. 

Ferreira, a local contractor who
placed the bid under the name of the
company, Contractors Landing, bought
the old charter school from Somerset
developer, Kenneth Mollicone. 

Fall River Registry of Deeds and MLS

(Multiple Listing Services) documents
show Mollicone under his company,
Hyde Development, had only purchased
the former charter school property this
past January for $1.04 million. 

Ferreira’s paid term as a member of
the Planning Board was recently re-
newed. A check of the city clerk’s offi�ce
on Monday showed he did not fi�le a no-
tice disclosing a possible confl�ict of in-
terest connected with the bid. 

School building off�ered to city for $6.4M
Owner bought it from Mollicone for $1.7M two weeks ago
Jo C. Goode
The Herald News

USA TODAY NETWORK

The owner of the former Atlantis
Charter School building on South Main
Street was the lone bidder to submit a
proposal to sell the building to the city
to house the expanded pre-K program.
COLIN FURZE/THE HERALD NEWSSee SCHOOL, Page 2A

BEATING THE HEAT

Logan Elmer, of Fall River, plays at the splash pad at the Thomas Chew Park and Field playground Tuesday.

COLIN FURZE/THE HERALD NEWS

FALL RIVER — There may soon be
more al fresco dining options coming to
Fall River. The city is thinking outside
the box to give restaurant owners a

chance to expand their business outside
the building.

On Monday, Fall River released new
guidelines for outdoor dining and a
streamlined permitting process with the
hopes of making it easier for businesses
still recovering from the pandemic to
“create or enhance areas that will add

seating capacity to their establish-
ment.”

Coupled with this eff�ort, grants are
being off�ered to all restaurants, cafés
and food service businesses in the city.

All just in time to take advantage of
the latter half of the 2022 outdoor dining
season, which extends until Nov. 1.

“I know a lot of restaurants have seen
success with outdoor dining ... we just
don’t have as many outdoor dining
spots as some other cities so this is real-
ly meant to inspire people,” said Patti
Rego, executive director of Viva Fall 

Fall River helping restaurants expand outdoor dining
Ashley Schuler
The Herald News

USA TODAY NETWORK

See DINING, Page 2A

KYIV, Ukraine – Russian forces be-
gan an assault Saturday on two key
cities in the eastern Donetsk region
and kept up rocket and shelling at-
tacks on other Ukrainian cities, in-
cluding one close to Europe’s largest
nuclear power plant, Ukraine’s mili-
tary and local offi�cials said.

Both cities of Bakhmut and Avdiiv-
ka had been considered key targets of
Russia’s ongoing off�ensive across
Ukraine’s east, with analysts saying
Moscow needs to take Bakhmut if it is
to advance on the regional hubs of Slo-
viansk and Kramatorsk.

“In the Donetsk direction, the ene-
my is conducting an off�ensive opera-
tion, concentrating its main eff�orts on
the Bakhmut and Avdiivka directions.
It uses ground attack and army avia-
tion,” the Ukrainian General Staff� said
on Facebook.

Russian shelling killed fi�ve civilians
and injured 14 others in the Donetsk
region in the last day, Donetsk gover-
nor Pavlo Kyrylenko wrote Saturday
on Telegram, saying two died in 

Russian forces
begin assault
on 2 eastern
Ukraine cities
Susie Blann 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See UKRAINE, Page 2A
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Mollicone’s purchase 
of two schools 

Mollicone, who was convicted in
Rhode Island in 2013 for mortgage fraud,
also just recently worked out a deal be-
tween the city and convicted marijuana
extortionist David Hebert to purchase
two former city elementary schools that
Hebert purchased during Jasiel Correia
II’s administration. 

While Correia was in his first year in
office as mayor in 2016, Hebert paid a
mere $15,000 for the two former schools
and promised to redevelop them into
market rate housing, a boutique hotel
and a restaurant and pub while preserv-
ing the historic buildings.

Hebert’s deal contained a reverter

clause that if he failed to redevelop the
two properties, the city could take them
back. 

To avoid any litigation, the admini-
stration opted to take a portion of the
proceeds of Hebert’s sales agreement
with Mollicone.

Unlike the multi-million sales price
for the former Atlantis Charter School
building, Mollicone signed the deal with
Hebert to buy the former Lincoln and
Silvia schools for $850,000, with the
city getting a $357,000 portion of the
sales. 

Without space, Fall River
could delay pre-K 

It’s not clear if the School Depart-
ment or the administration will enter-
tain buying the old Atlantic Charter
School. 

Ken Pacheco, the district’s chief op-
erating officer who has been trying to

find space to lease in the short-term and
buy a building for the long-term, is out
of the country this week. 

But on Monday, Mayor Paul Coogan
said the city isn’t bound by the result of
the RFP. 

With a few bites from bidders to rent
space and potentially buy a building,
Pacheco said last week it could mean
that the School Department will likely
have to stagger the start dates for the
120 three-year-old students who were
scheduled to start in the pre-K this fall. 

“I think I’ll have to delay the start of
pre-K in wherever place we put them
in,” said Pacheco. “It’s still going to be
delayed because I won’t have enough
time for inspections, approvals and cer-
tifications from DESE.” 

Pacheco said the School Department
did get the green light from the Massa-
chusetts Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education to start some
students at school opening and the re-

maining pre-K students a few weeks lat-
er. 

Last year the district served 257
pre-K students, and Pacheco said the
goal for the expanded program is an ad-
ditional 120. So far, 100 new 3-year-olds
are enrolled. 

As a short-term solution to rent
space for five classroom spaces, the city
went out for request for proposals, but
the lone bidder, Alvaro Amaral, owner of
a former childcare facility at 951 Slade
St., made an error in his quote. 

He indicated in the RFP that he would
charge the city $32,000 a year, but later
said he meant that amount as the
monthly rental. 

Pacheco has to throw out the bid and
start over. Bids to lease property will be
opened Aug. 17.

Jo C. Goode may be reached at jgoode
@heraldnews.com. Support local jour-
nalism and subscribe to The Herald
News today!

School
Continued from Page 1A

Poprosny, and one each in Avdiivka,
Soledar and Pervomaiskiy. 

The governor of the eastern Dnipro-
petrovsk region said three civilians
were injured after Russian rockets fell
on a residential neighborhood in Niko-
pol, a city across the Dnieper River from
the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power sta-
tion. The nuclear plant has been under
Russian control since Moscow’s troops
seized it early in the war.

“After midnight, the Russian army
struck the Nikopol area with (Soviet-
era) Grad rockets, and the Kryvyi Rih
area from barrel artillery,” Valentyn
Reznichenko wrote on Telegram.

Ukrainian authorities also said a
Russian missile attack overnight dam-
aged unspecified infrastructure in the
regional capital of Zaporizhzhia. On
Thursday, Russia fired 60 rockets at Ni-
kopol, damaging 50 residential build-
ings in the city of 107,000 and leaving
residents without electricity.

Rafael Grossi, head of the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency, warned
this week that the situation was be-
coming more perilous day by day at the
Zaporizhzhia plant.

“Every principle of nuclear safety
has been violated” at the plant, he said.
“What is at stake is extremely serious
and extremely grave and dangerous.”

He expressed concern about the way
the plant is being operated and the
danger posed by the fighting going on
around it. Experts at the U.S.-based In-
stitute for the Study of War said they
believe Russia is shelling the area in-
tentionally, “putting Ukraine in a diffi-
cult position.”

The Ukrainian company operating
the nuclear power station said Satur-
day that Russian troops are using the
plant’s basement to hide from Ukrai-
nian shelling and have barred its Ukrai-
nian staff from going there.

“Ukrainian personnel do not yet
have access to these premises, so in the
event of new shelling, people have no

shelter and are in danger,” Enerhoatom,
a Ukrainian state enterprise, said on its
Telegram channel.

Enerhoatom said Friday that Rus-
sian rockets had damaged the plant’s
facilities, including a nitrogen-oxygen
unit and a high-voltage power line. Lo-
cal Russian-appointed officials ac-
knowledged the damage, but blamed it
on alleged Ukrainian shelling.

In Ukraine’s south, two civilians
were seriously injured Saturday after
Russian forces fired rockets on the
Black Sea port of Mykolayiv before
dawn, according to regional authori-
ties. That followed a Friday afternoon
attack on Mykolayiv that killed one
person and wounded 21 others.

In the north, Ukraine’s second-larg-
est city of Kharkiv and its surrounding
area also came under Russian rocket
fire again overnight, according to re-
gional governor Oleh Syniehubov. An
18-year-old in Chuhuiv, a town near
Kharkiv, had to be hospitalized Satur-
day after he picked up an unexploded
shell.

Both Chuhuiv and Kharkiv have en-
dured sustained Russian shelling in re-
cent weeks, due to their proximity to
the Russian border.

Ukraine
Continued from Page 1A

Pet shop owner Julia, 32, looks at the
debris of her shop Friday after it was
hit by Russian forces in Toretsk,
eastern Ukraine. 
BULENT KILIC/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

River, which will be administering the
grants.

Creating opportunities
for restaurants

The city’s latest endeavor aims to
boost outdoor dining options, especial-
ly for those downtown or inner city
businesses who perhaps overlooked
the possibility in the past, Rego said.

“This money is more about helping
people to imagine that things are pos-
sible that maybe they didn’t always
imagine were possible,” she said.

Rego hopes local foodies will realize
they don’t have to head to an often jam-
packed waterfront site to have a fun
outdoor dining experience. 

“Outdoor dining doesn’t just mean
waterfront dining ... this is an opportu-
nity for other restaurants to create
these nice dining experiences that
don’t necessarily have to be these big
elaborate things,” Rego said. 

Businesses can receive up to $2,000
to set up outdoor dining. Funds can be
utilized for everything from construc-
tion materials to safety structures to
furniture and lighting. 

Who can get the grants

This funding is available through the
city of Fall River along with MassDevel-
opment’s Transformative Develop-
ment Initiative and is being adminis-
tered through Viva Fall River and the
Fall River Planning Department.

Grants are expected to be awarded to
seven to 10 businesses on a first-come,
first-served basis, so those considering
it should just go for it, Rego said. It’s an
easy application and it’s money they
want to give away quickly, as the end of
summer draws near.

“I think people should just dream big
and see what they can make happen,”
Rego said.

The application for the Outdoor Din-
ing Grant Program can be found at
https://www.vivafallriver.com/outdoo
r-dining-grant/.

Aside from the grants, a large part of
the city’s effort that’s been a year in the
making is adopting new outdoor dining
guidelines and making the permitting
process easier to navigate.

Now all necessary materials can be
found in one place on the city’s website.

According to Rego, Viva Fall River
and the city, through TDI, have been
working with three downtown busi-
nesses — Harry’s Restaurant, New
England Homemade Donuts and T.A.
Restaurant — to establish outdoor pat-
io areas.

A smoother, more efficient
process for restaurant owners

It was during this time that one thing
became apparent, Rego said — “the
permitting process was quite clunky
and the city really wanted to do some-
thing about that.”

Rego said this “separate but parallel
effort” ultimately served as a catalyst
for the city’s recent push for a smooth-
er, more efficient process.

“There’s lots of hoops to jump
through, but it doesn’t have to be ardu-
ous if you just have all the information

in one place and it can take you right
through from beginning to end,” she
said.

While other cities have clear guide-
lines on everything from safety mea-
sures to what you can construct to best
practices to construct, Fall River has
had no clear roadmap for local restau-
rant owners to follow until this point.

“Not having that was hurting us and
making it harder for people to imagine
they could have an outdoor dining
area,” Rego said.

Fall River used part of its MassDe-
velopment funding to hire a consultant,
and multiple departments — from traf-
fic to police and fire to planning — had a
role in crafting clear, concise guidelines
“with ease in mind, but safety first.”

“That combined with this little seed
funding is really the spark that’s need-
ed to get this outdoor dining going,” Re-
go said.

Just in time for
Fall Restaurant Week

Though it took longer than antici-
pated to get here, Rego said businesses
still have “three great months left,”
which includes an upcoming Fall Res-
taurant Week slated for Friday, Oct. 14,
through Thursday, Oct. 20. 

More details on Restaurant Week
will be announced on Viva Fall River’s
Facebook page as the date approaches.

Rego said the launch of this outdoor
dining effort will serve as a sort of dry
run, with the goal of being off and run-
ning once next year’s outdoor dining
season kicks off in April.

“With the new guidelines that have
been adopted and a streamlined per-
mitting process hopefully this will be
painless for everybody and just really
help us increase the number of outdoor
dining options that are not just at the
waterfront,” she said.

The new guidelines, which include
mock-ups of approved layouts, and the
outdoor dining permit application, can
be found at https://www.fallriver-
ma.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/
07/Fall-River-Outdoor-Dining-Regula-
tions-and-application-guidelines_FI-
NAL....pdf

Dining
Continued from Page 1A

A patio is in the works at Harry’s
Restaurant in downtown Fall River.
PHOTOS BY COLIN FURZE/THE HERALD NEWS

An outdoor dining area is coming to
T.A. Restaurant on South Main Street
in Fall River.


