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WESTPORT — The family of Anthony
Harden, a 30-year-old man shot and
killed by Fall River police after he report-
edly attacked an offi�cer with a knife last
November, said they aren’t backing
down in their quest for information af-
ter an investigation cleared two offi�cers
involved in the shooting. 

They’re continuing despite a request
by Bristol County District Attorney
Thomas Quinn to dismiss a lawsuit
brought against his agency by Harden’s

brother, Eric Mack, that alleges viola-
tions of the Massachusetts public rec-
ords law. 

Mack and his family have been pub-
licly critical of what they described as a
lack of transparency by the district at-
torney’s offi�ce and the Fall River Police
Department, staging a demonstration
outside police headquarters in January.
On Tuesday, Mack, his family members
and a handful of supporters took their
peaceful protest a step further when
they attended Quinn’s campaign event
for volunteers at White’s of Westport
function hall. 

“I’m here because my brother has
been dead for four months. They refuse
to give us the autopsy report. They are
continuing to claim this is an ongoing
investigation, but they aren’t investigat-
ing anybody and they have already
cleared the police offi�cers,” said Mack
during Quinn’s three-hour event. “We
want to see the actual evidence, and not
what they say it says.” 

Quinn is running for re-election and
currently has one challenger, Swansea
attorney Shannon McMahon. 

Family presses DA Quinn for answers
Anthony Harden was shot and killed by Fall River police last November

Jo C. Goode
The Herald News I USA TODAY NETWORK

See HARDEN, Page 2A

Anthony Harden’s brothers, Eric B.
Mack and Antone Harden, hug at a
rally in Fall River’s Britland Park to
demand police transparency in the
fatal police shooting of Anthony
Harden. COLIN FURZE/HERALD NEWS 

This lucky bird got the worm Wednesday morning at North Park in Fall River. COLIN FURZE/HERALD NEWS 
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KYIV, Ukraine – Rescue workers
searched for survivors Thursday in the
ruins of a theater blown apart by a Rus-
sian airstrike in the besieged city of Ma-
riupol, while scores of Ukrainians
across the country were killed in fero-
cious urban attacks on a school, a hostel
and other sites.

Hundreds of civilians had been taking
shelter in the grand, columned theater in
central Mariupol after their homes were
destroyed in three weeks of fi�ghting in
the southern port city of 430,000.

More than a day after the airstrike,
there were no reports of deaths. With
communications disrupted across the
city and movement diffi�cult because of
shelling and other fi�ghting, there were
confl�icting reports on whether anyone
had emerged from the rubble.

“We hope and we think that some
people who stayed in the shelter under
the theater could survive,” Petro An-
drushchenko, an offi�cial with the may-
or’s offi�ce, told The Associated Press.
He said the building had a relatively
modern basement bomb shelter de-
signed to withstand airstrikes.

Other offi�cials had said earlier that

some people had gotten out. Ukraine
ombudswoman Ludmyla Denisova said
on the Telegram messaging app that
the shelter had held up.

Satellite imagery on Monday from
Maxar technology showed huge white
letters on the pavement in front of and
behind the theater spelling out “CHIL-
DREN” in Russian – “DETI” – to alert
warplanes to those inside. 

Across the city, snow fl�urries fell
around the skeletons of burned, win-
dowless and shrapnel-scarred apart-
ment buildings as smoke rose above the

Rescuers search for survivors in Mariupol theater
Andrea Rosa 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See UKRAINE, Page 2A

FALL RIVER — The $1.5 trillion
spending package passed by the
House last week will give a boost to a
number of projects in the SouthCoast,
one of which will help bolster Fall Riv-
er’s waterfront redevelopment. 

It’s a project that Mayor Paul Coo-
gan’s administration has been work-
ing on for some time, and now with a
$1.5 million earmark in the huge
spending plan, it will likely come to
fruition and provide much-needed
parking and open space along the
Taunton River. 

Coogan said he has been in negotia-
tions with the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Transportation to relocate the
two giant salt sheds the state agency
owns, located under the Braga Bridge
and across from Battleship Cove. 

The administration has identifi�ed a
relocation spot for the two sheds,
which hold a total of 24,000 tons of
salt, to the area around the former
Sam’s Club on Brayton Avenue, now
owned by the US Bedding manufactur-
ing plant. 

“Where the salt sheds are now, is
obviously prime parking for the water-
front,” said Coogan. “We showed DOT
the spot we identifi�ed for them with its
easy access to Route 24 and I-195. The
plan I have is for a swap.”

“Now we have the funding mecha-
nism. It’s going to be benefi�cial for that
whole area down there. It’s going to be
good.” 

Patrick Norton, executive director
of the Narrows Center for the Arts on 

Fall River
area benefi�ts
from $1.5T
Fed spending
package
Jo C. Goode
The Herald News I USA TODAY NETWORK

See PACKAGE, Page 2A
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Sympathy for Harden family 

In an email, Quinn had this to say
about Harden’s family and their atten-
dance at his campaign event: 

“My sympathy continues to go out to
the Harden family for their loss. I did
greet Mr. Harden’s older brother, Eric
Mack, and spoke to Mr. Harden’s sister
during the event last night. It was a pub-
lic event and anyone was welcome to at-
tend,” Quinn wrote. “I was very happy to
see the large group of supporters come
out to last night’s event in Westport. It
was great to have so many Bristol Coun-
ty residents there supporting my re-
election eff�orts.” 

How the fatal shooting happened 

Harden was shot and killed on Nov.
22 in the bedroom of his apartment at
120 Melville St. after the Fall River police
received a domestic complaint from his
girlfriend regarding an incident two
days earlier. 

Patrol offi�cers Chelsea Campellone
and Michael Sullivan arrived to take
Harden into custody. Two and a half
minutes after they made contact with
him, he was shot twice by Campellone
after he reportedly attacked Sullivan
with a steak knife. 

Harden was later pronounced dead
at Saint Anne’s Hospital after EMTs re-
routed the ambulance, which was origi-
nally headed to Rhode Island Hospital in
Providence. 

At the time of the shooting, Harden
had been awaiting a trial set for Decem-
ber and was under home confi�nement
after an incident in 2019 where he and
police were in a standoff� for three and a
half hours. Harden at the time was hold-
ing his 5-month-old daughter and a
small sword. Harden put the sword
down after police ordered him to. 

Harden family looking for answers 

A month to the day of the fatal shoot-
ing, the district attorney’s offi�ce issued a
report to the public that found the use of
force shooting by Campellone was justi-
fi�ed, and the two offi�cers were cleared of
any wrongdoing. 

Harden’s family fi�led an open records
request through their attorney, Howard
Freidman, asking for any and all evi-
dence found in the investigation, in-
cluding interviews with the two offi�cers
and video from a home surveillance
camera on the property. 

The district attorney denied that re-

quest with the explanation that the in-
vestigation was not complete, although
the preliminary report indicated that no
other witnesses would be questioned
and that, despite the pending toxicology
report, the outcome of the investigation
would likely not change. 

The DA’s offi�ce said those investiga-
tory materials in a criminal investiga-
tion were exempt from the public rec-
ords statute, and the release of photo-
graphs and other records “would create
an unwarranted invasion of privacy.”

In their response to the records re-
quest, the DA’s offi�ce indicated that
even after the completion of the investi-
gation, “many of the records would be
exempt from the defi�nition of public
records request.” 

A civil rights attorney with a special-
ty in police brutality litigation, Fried-
man doesn’t agree. 

“The investigatory privilege doesn’t
depend on whether the investigation is
opened or closed,” said Friedman. “But
even if the investigation is considered
opened, they can’t just give a blanket
denial because they say it’s investiga-
tory privileged, which is exactly what
they have done.” 

On Monday, Quinn’s offi�ce fi�led a re-
quest to dismiss the lawsuit. A hearing
is not yet scheduled. 

Bristol County District Attorney
spokesman Gregg Miliote said that due
to the pending litigation, the DA’s offi�ce
cannot comment. 

“However, we are nearing the end of

the investigation into the death of Mr.
Harden. When this investigation is
complete — as we’ve previously stated
— we will respond to the Harden fam-
ily’s public records request. At that
time, we will be releasing records relat-
ed to the investigation into Mr. Hard-
en’s death,” wrote Miliote in an email.

Miliote did not indicate what rec-
ords would be made available to the
Harden family and the public. 

Who should investigate police
involved deaths? 

Sam Sutter, a former Fall River may-
or and Bristol County District Attorney,
said he believes that law enforcement
cases involving excessive force that
leads to a death should be handled by
an independent agency.

“If it’s local police-involved shoot-
ing, then local district attorneys
should not be investigating. I’ve
thought a lot about it and whether that
should be from a division of the attor-
ney general’s offi�ce or from other dis-
trict attorneys or a special prosecutor
from another county heading up a
team to investigate police-involved
shooting,” said Sutter. 

He said it would be “extremely work-
able to have an independent agency be-
cause it doesn’t happen very often.”

Jo C. Goode may be reached at
jgoode@heraldnews.com. Support lo-
cal journalism and subscribe to The
Herald News today!

Harden
Continued from Page 1A

A sign holder at a rally in Fall River’s Britland Park demands police transparency
in the fatal police shooting of Anthony Harden. COLIN FURZE/HERALD NEWS 

Anawan Street, said he’s been looking
at the salt sheds for years and has been
urging administrations as far back as
Mayor Ed Lambert’s to take some ac-
tion to free up the property. 

“It’s taking up prime waterfront, it
never made any sense to me,” said
Norton. 

He said the lack of parking in the
area has been diffi�cult for area busi-
nesses like Boneheads restaurant and
Troy City Brewery. 

“Parking is like economic develop-
ment. Without more parking you liter-
ally cannot add more businesses here,”
said Norton. 

“Paul listened and Jake came
through,” said Norton, referencing
Congressman Jake Auchincloss, who
helped secure the funding in the giant
spending package. 

Auchincloss, during a Zoom confer-
ence call with media on Monday, said
the $1.5 million allocation will “help lay
the groundwork for urban renewal
along the waterfront in Fall River.” 

A windfall for Bristol Community
College’s Wind Institute

Leading the way in workforce de-
velopment in the burgeoning off�-shore
wind energy in the region, Bristol
Community College’s National Off�-
shore Wind Institute is receiving $2
million. 

“Off�shore wind can help do for the
SouthCoast what the life sciences
were able to do in Boston and Cam-
bridge which was to be the base of a
cluster of economic development that
can create good jobs and also be a
hugely important source of clean ener-
gy as we transition to a sustainable
economy,” Auchincloss said. 

“We are going to make Bristol Com-
munity College really a hub of work-
force development and an important
complement to the infrastructure be-
ing put in place in Fall River, New Bed-
ford and Somerset,” said Auchincloss. 

Other local projects to benefi�t from
$1.5 trillion in spending are: 

The town of Somerset is receiving
$975,000 for emergency dam im-
provements.

The Bristol County Chamber Foun-
dation is receiving $500,000 for the
entrepreneurship program, EforAll,
serving Fall River and New Bedford. 

Jo C. Goode may be reached at
jgoode@heraldnews.com. Support lo-
cal journalism and subscribe to The
Herald News today!
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skyline.
“We are trying to survive somehow,”

said one Mariupol resident, who gave
only her fi�rst name, Elena. “My child is
hungry. I don’t know what to give him to
eat.” 

She had been trying to call her moth-
er, who was in a town 50 miles away. “I
can’t tell her I am alive, you understand.
There is no connection, just nothing,”
she said.

Cars, some with the “Z” symbol of the
Russian invasion force in their win-
dows, drove past stacks of ammunition
boxes and artillery shells in a neighbor-
hood controlled by Russian-backed
separatists. 

Russia’s military denied bombing the
theater or anyplace else in Mariupol on
Wednesday.

The strike against the theater was
part of a furious bombardment of civil-
ian sites in multiple cities over the past
several days.

In the northern city of Chernihiv, at
least 53 people had been brought to
morgues over the past 24 hours, killed
amid heavy Russian air attacks and
ground fi�re, the local governor, Viaches-
lav Chaus, told Ukrainian TV on Thurs-
day.

Ukraine’s emergency services said a
mother, father and three of their chil-
dren, including 3-year-old twins, were
killed when a Chernihiv hostel was
shelled. 

Civilians were hiding in basements
and shelters across the embattled city of

280,000.
“The city has never known such

nightmarish, colossal losses and de-
struction,” Chaus said.

At least 21 people were killed when
Russian artillery destroyed a school and
a community center before dawn in Me-
refa, near the northeast city of Kharkiv,
according to Mayor Veniamin Sitov. The
region has seen heavy bombardment in
a bid by stalled Russian forces to ad-
vance.

In eastern Ukraine, a municipal pool
complex where pregnant women and
women with children were taking shel-
ter was also hit Wednesday, according
to Pavlo Kyrylenko, head of the Donetsk
regional administration. There was no
word on casualties in that strike.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Ze-
lenskyy called for more help for his
country in a video address to German
lawmakers, saying thousands of people
have been killed, including 108 children.
He also referred to the dire situation in
Mariupol, saying: “Everything is a target
for them.” 

The address began with a delay be-
cause of a technical problem caused by
an attack close to where Zelenskyy was
speaking, Bundestag deputy speaker
Katrin Goering-Eckardt said.

Zelenskyy’s offi�ce said Russian air-
strikes hit the Kalynivka and Brovary
suburbs of the capital, Kyiv. Emergency
authorities in Kyiv said a fi�re broke out
in a 16-story apartment building hit by
remnants of a downed Russian rocket,
and one person was killed.

The U.N. Security Council planned to
meet Thursday on the crisis.

In a joint statement, the foreign min-
isters of the Group of Seven leading

economies accused Putin of conducting
an “unprovoked and shameful war,” and
called on Russia to comply with the In-
ternational Court of Justice’s order to
stop its attack and withdraw its forces.

Russian President Vladimir Putin
went on television Wednesday to exco-
riate Russians who don’t back him.

Russians “will always be able to dis-
tinguish true patriots from scum and
traitors, and will simply spit them out
like a gnat that accidentally fl�ew into
their mouths,” said Putin, using lan-
guage reminiscent of the Stalinist era. “I
am convinced that such a natural and
necessary self-purifi�cation of society
will only strengthen our country.”

He said the West is using a “fi�fth col-
umn” of traitorous Russians to create
civil unrest. “And there is only one goal, I
have already spoken about it – the de-
struction of Russia,” he said. 

The speech appeared to be a warning
that his authoritarian rule, which had

already grown tighter since the invasion
began on Feb. 24, could become even
more repressive.

In a sign of that, Russian law enforce-
ment announced the fi�rst known crimi-
nal cases under a new law that allows
for 15-year prison terms for posting
what is deemed to be “false informa-
tion” about the war. Among those
charged was Veronika Belotserkov-
skaya, a Russian-language cookbook
author and blogger living abroad. 

Both Ukraine and Russia this week
reported some progress in negotiations.
Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov
said Thursday that some negotiators
were breaking into working groups, “but
there should be contacts today.”

Talks were held by video Wednesday.
An offi�cial in Zelenskyy’s offi�ce told the
AP that the main subject under discus-
sion was whether Russian troops would
remain in separatist regions in eastern
Ukraine after the war and where the
borders would be.

The offi�cial, speaking on condition of
anonymity to discuss the sensitive
talks, said Ukraine was insisting on the
inclusion of one or more Western nucle-
ar powers in the negotiations and on le-
gally binding security guarantees for
Ukraine.

In exchange, the offi�cial said, Ukraine
was ready to discuss a neutral military
status.

Russia has demanded that NATO
pledge never to admit Ukraine to the al-
liance or station forces there.

The fi�ghting has led more than 3 mil-
lion people to fl�ee Ukraine, the U.N. esti-
mates. The death toll remains un-
known, though Ukraine has said thou-
sands of civilians have died. 

Ukraine
Continued from Page 1A

People clear debris outside a medical
center damaged after parts of a
Russian missile, shot down by
Ukrainian air defense, landed on a
nearby apartment block, according to
authorities, in Kyiv, Ukraine, on
Thursday. VADIM GHIRDA/AP


